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WINDOW DISPLAY During Senior Appreciation
Week in March, the Chemistry and Biochemistry
Department posted photos of its graduating seniors
on the Shields Science Center windows, along
with notes of appreciation. Throughout the week,
departments around campus decorated their areas
with encouraging messages and photos to honor
the 2021 graduating class. Photo by Tania Kelly.

1111111111 President’s Letter

Tradition of Mentoring
AS WE COMPLETE this academic year, I am grateful for the
dedication of so many faculty, students and staff as well as the
encouragement of alumni, trustees, parents and friends. The
spirit of resilience has been both collective and remarkable. I
am appreciative to everyone involved in helping us address the
pandemic. We are now preparing for the 2021–2022 academic
year with the expectation that we will have fewer COVID-19related limitations and a return to fully in-person classes.
During the pandemic, we stayed focused on our
educational mission, making a critical leadership decision
with the appointment of a new Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs, Dr. DeBrenna LaFa Agbényiga, who
joined us in December. A 21st century academic leader, Dr.
Agbényiga has immersed herself swiftly into campus life,
working to ensure our students are motivated and mentored
in an environment where inquiry and innovations are aligned
with the creation of a more just and equitable world [p. 10].
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To address a recent audit highlighting the challenges
students of color face, the offces of Intercultural Affairs
and Alumni Engagement collaborated to create a mentoring
program that connects students of color with alumni of
color. More than 90 alums of color have volunteered for
the program, which is called BACES (BIPOC Achieving
Connection and Empowerment at Stonehill). Elevating all
voices and developing leadership, BACES provides additional
support and mentorship for students of color [p. 24].
The BACES initiative follows in a tradition of mentoring
that is at the heart of our student-centered mission, supporting
and encouraging students to fully explore and shape their own
education, uncovering new abilities, interests and passions. In
this issue, you will see how mentorship continues to manifest
itself in the lives of alumni and faculty.
A longtime Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
professional, Salvatore Lucido ’89 recalls the impact that
faculty mentors Professors George Hagerty ’75 and James
Millikan had on him and shares how he has taken on a
mentorship role today [p. 20].
In Washington, D.C., educators Jessica Mardo ’13 and
Erin Ward Bibo ’03 are involved in a coaching program that
helps public school graduates attend and succeed in college [p.
33]. This year’s recipient of the Hegarty Award for Excellence
in Teaching, Professor Michael Mullen has developed a
mentoring program for female students in fnance [p. 8].
Educating minds and hearts is a bold undertaking—one
that requires constant rededication to our mission. You will
notice the frst mention of TO BE BOLD, the comprehensive
campaign announced on May 13 [p. 35]. We were excited
to bring together so many members of our community to
welcome this inspiring undertaking that calls on our support.
Please watch for more about the campaign in the next issue.
I hope these stories remind you of how we can bring light
and hope into our world, helping and serving each other.
I welcome your voice, engagement and support of the College.
Sincerely in Holy Cross,

Rev. John Denning, C.S.C.
President
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GUITAR HITS For an assignment in her Photography in the
Time of COVID course, Sarah “Kathryn” Christiansen ’24
captured this image of her older brother playing the guitar.
“Since I was a remote student this semester and didn’t have
access to studio equipment, I used my desk lamp and found
a nook in my house to shoot photos,” Christiansen says.
“My brother, who was also living at home due to COVID-19,
used the lockdown period to pursue the guitar and can now
play classic rock hits quite well. COVID-19 has restricted us
as a community in many ways, but it didn’t restrict creativity.”
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QUICK CHAT

Doug Smith
Vice President
for Advancement
Years at Stonehill: 27
What gets you up in the morning?
First, my dog. Then, the opportunity
to help other people and the
mission of Stonehill. I have a strong
commitment to my work and a sense
of responsibility to make Stonehill a
better college.
Why is giving important to Stonehill’s
future? Imagine for a moment what
Stonehill would look like without
philanthropy—the facilities and
opportunities that wouldn’t exist.
Philanthropy will continue to be a
diference maker for Stonehill.
Something people may not realize
about giving: The term philanthropy
is derived from the Greek word
philo (love) and anthropos (human).
Together, they mean love of humanity.
I think of it as a love of Stonehill when
someone makes a gift to the College.
An emotional Stonehill moment
you have experienced: Hearing the
stories behind why a scholarship was
established. They are often stories of
tragedy or loss turned into giving. It
is really moving to hear from families
how Stonehill was an important part
of someone’s life and how they wish
to remember that person’s legacy
through a gift to the College, which will
then help students.
Something frst-time donors should
know: Every gift makes a diference.
Favorite spot on campus: Near the
clock, a gift from the Class of 1996.
From there, I see Donahue Hall, then
to the left, the Thomas and Donna
May School of Arts & Sciences. Then
I turn around to see the Leo Meehan
School of Business, the MacPháidín
Library, W.B. Mason Stadium, the
Sally Blair Ames Sports Complex and
in the distance, the Martin Institute
and Shields Science Center. I call it
Philanthropy Row. So much of campus
was built on philanthropy. For me,
there is a sense of pride that I helped in
some small way, but more importantly,
that so many alumni and friends
believe boldly and deeply in Stonehill.

4
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Heard
on the Hill
•••••••••••••••••••••

Dating back more than 20 years,
the Bluebird Trail on campus began as
an efort to bring long-absent eastern
bluebirds back to the area. Within a day
of the frst bird box being recently installed
on a pole behind Holy Cross Center,
bluebirds started returning.
BIRD BOX

Bagels Popping Up
“Bagels!!! @backbaybagel
to be exact! Pop ups have
returned. We’ve got fresh
bagels and cream cheese
on the quad right now!”
—@stonehillcollegedining via
Instagram in February.

Ace Your Commute
“The beginning of
#tuesdaytipsandtricks, and
what important reminders
these are! Safe driving out
there, folks!”—Throughout

Working Hard
“I tell the staf every day, ‘Work hard to keep the
students here.’ Every school has been hit hard
fnancially, and the last thing we want
to do is to tell the students we have to close...”

DREW FITZGERALD ’21

—Director of Facilities Management Bruce Boyer talking
about how he and his team worked on the College’s COVID-19
response in an article for Blueprint magazine last fall.

Snow Tradition “My mom
went here and would always
talk about sledding down
Donahue with cafeteria trays,
so I knew I had to do it when
I heard it would snow,” Kaitlin
Peters ’21 said in a Summit
article. “With all the stress
of senior year in a pandemic,
it was a fun night to let go and
just be a kid again.”

~, ..~.
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the academic year, @stonehill_
commuters ofered safe driving
tips to commuters via Instagram.
Image by Julianne Webster ’21

Game On

“Game days are fnally
back!!! @Stonehillsball
starts it of today.
We are excited. #GoHill
@GoStonehill.”
—Tweet from @SkyhawkNation on the
return of spring varsity sports, highlighting
the softball team’s frst game.
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Laughing
Matter
••••••••••
“WANT TO LAUGH? Then come on
in,” says Kelsey Behenna ’21,
vice president of the student
improvisational group dubbed
the Goose Troupe. “It really is the
only requirement for joining.”

By joining, Behenna means going
to the weekly Wednesday evening
gathering in Hemingway Theatre,
where 15-plus students perform in a
Whose Line Is It Anyway? fashion,
crafting jokes, playing games and
honing their improvisational skills.
With different themes and prompts
each week, members take turns acting
out sketches and scenes. “It takes a lot

FUNNY PEOPLE Goose Troupe executive
board members [l to r] Shannon Bursey ’22,
secretary; Marisa Melo ’23, public relations
representative; Jessica Nicol ’21, president;
Kathleen Eyre ’21, treasurer; and Kelsey
Behenna ’21, vice president.
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of quick thinking and wit,” says Jessica
Nicol ’21, Goose Troupe president.
Other skills are needed as well.
“We practice projection, public
speaking, body language, social skills—
these all help build confdence for other
parts of your life, too,” says Behenna.
Central to the group’s mission is the
idea that Goose Troupe is a safe space
for anyone who wants to join. “The
whole point of the club is to get away
from stress, not just of college life but
life in general,” says Nicol.
“Sometimes shock humor and dark
humor can be done tastefully, but I fnd
that it is often an excuse for people
to punch down and insult. That’s not
what Goose Troupe is,” she continues.
“We want to punch up—fnding ways
to be positive, creative, clever and think
on your feet. This leads to really funny
moments and a safe place where people
can sit back and have some laughs.”
And when the moment isn’t as
funny as hoped? “Not every joke is

going to be a winner. Sometimes it falls
fat, and we just move on,” says Nicol.
“It happens to all of us.”
While some members enjoy
watching more than performing,
Behenna says “going up”—on the
improv stage—is worth trying. “You
never know who’s going to be a hoot.”
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

READY FOR IMPROV?

Five Goose Troupe Tips
v Keep your confdence: Even if

a joke falls fat, keep going.
v To do or not to do: Always run a

flter in your head on what is and is
not appropriate for your audience.
v Speak out: No one can hear you

if your back is to them.
v Sell it: If you don’t believe in what

you’re doing, no one else will.
v Collaboration: Look to your

peers for help; you don’t have
to carry a scene alone.

Skyhawk Talk 11111111111

Swamily”
“
Values
••••••••••••••••••••••••
Inaugural Women’s
Swim Team at Stonehill

After a long drought, six women
are now bringing swimming back to
Stonehill—this time in a much deeper
way. The Stonehill College Women’s
Swim Team made its debut this past
fall, becoming the 22nd varsity athletic
program at the school.
“This is an exciting time for women
at Stonehill to reshape the sport of
swimming in our region,” says Head
Coach Caleb Potvin.
Potvin’s small-but-mighty squad
includes four frst-year students and
two sophomores. When COVID-19
thwarted offcial NCAA swim meets
for Fall 2020, the athletes shifted their
focus to bonding and establishing
values. This commitment has already
paid off, as the swimmers proudly
don matching purple pool parkas and
refer to themselves as the “swamily.”
Potvin explains that establishing
positive team culture begins with
recruiting. “When I contact a recruit,
the frst thing that I do is ask her
questions about who she is, not just
what she is,” he explains. “Up front,
I am most interested in how she spends
time between sets and races, and also
what she hopes to get out of swimming
at the college level.”
If the initial conversation goes well,
Potvin then invites the swimmer to meet

ALLISON WIELAND ’24

IN 1905, the Ames Family created
a personal gymnasium and
indoor swimming pool in what
is now known as Alumni Hall.
Unfortunately, the pool was
relatively short-lived. In 1952,
it was permanently covered and
converted to bathrooms for the
College’s frst female students.
Swimming opportunities at
Stonehill have been relatively
scarce ever since.

her potential teammates. His fnal step
is to follow up with the high school
coach. “All of my swimmers have to
make it through the three steps of my
recruiting process, no matter how fast
their high school times are,” he says.
As soon as this frst trailblazing
team arrived on campus in August, the
athletes spent time getting to know each
other through daily practices at the
Taunton YMCA and Zoom activities.
By October, Potvin noticed that
they were starting to work as a unit. “I
knew from recruiting that they would
get along, but I am surprised by how
quickly it happened,” remarks Potvin.
“They have all bought into the values
of working hard, making an effort to
become friends and supporting each
other’s success.”
Sydney Stockwell ’24, a neuroscience
major, stepped into the role of team
captain as a frst-year student. She
refects on how the year without
meets has presented silver linings.
“I am naturally very goal- and timeoriented, which can sometimes lead me
to put unnecessary stress on myself in
swimming,” she explains.
“When I frst heard that we would
not be able to suit up for any meets in
our frst season, I was worried about

how the time off from racing would
impact everyone’s performance,”
Stockwell continues. “I then realized
that we could just focus on long-term
goals and enjoy the process of getting
to know one another.” She adds that
the swimmers still completed rigorous
workouts and timed intervals in their
6 a.m. daily practices. In the fall, they
held two intra-squad competitions.
ll1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

“When I contact a recruit,
the frst thing that I do is ask
her questions about who
she is, not just what she is.”
—Coach Caleb Potvin
ll1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

Although swimming in their own
pool on campus remains a distant
dream, the women are looking forward
to competing in their frst offcial meet
in Fall 2021. Potvin is confdent that
they will be ready. “This inaugural team
has laid the groundwork for a very
competitive and cohesive program. As
we continue to grow over the years,
I hope that the frst swimmers can look
back with pride at what they started.”
—Allyson Manchester ’11
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1111111111 Faculty Spotlight
Advice I often give to students: Take

20 minutes a day to read the Wall Street
Journal! Today’s students get their news
from the internet—wide in scope but
lacking in depth. While I respect different
media preferences, I fnd reading the WSJ
each day can allow students to develop
an intelligent perspective on business and
the world not found elsewhere.
What I hope students learn from SCIFI:

Financial
Advisor
••••••••••••
KNOWN FOR HAVING a positive,
lasting impact on others,
Associate Professor of Finance
Michael G. Mullen, CFA, CAIA,
was this year’s recipient of the
Hegarty Award for Excellence
in Teaching. “He challenged
me to be my best and changed
my life,” said one student
who nominated him. Mullen,
director of the fnance major
and entrepreneurship minor,
established the Stonehill College
Inspire Finance Initiatives (SCIFI)
program to empower students
to learn, build confdence and
gain valuable professional
skills. Here, Mullen talks about
teaching, the Wall Street Journal
and discovering DNA relations.
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Why I teach: When I was a teaching
assistant, I learned a few valuable
lessons. First, teaching well requires a
great deal of preparation. It is not just
knowing the material, but it is also
understanding your students’ needs,
interests and abilities and being able to
communicate so they become engaged
in a mutual conversation. Secondly, the
responsibility to teach well should weigh
heavily on you; otherwise you have no
business being in the classroom. I have
spent my professional career teaching in
one form or another. Stonehill offered
me a chance to do it in a different, more
meaningful way.
My favorite course: The Seminar in
Financial Management, taught to fnance
majors in their fnal semester, is a case
study course that builds on their entire
academic experience, not just fnance.
Everything about the course has a
purpose. Once students begin to learn
from their early mistakes, there is an
incredible transformation in their class
performance. It is a course for which I
get the most letters from graduates saying
how it mattered to them.

SCIFI has evolved into an umbrella
of opportunities for sophomores,
juniors and seniors to leverage their
Stonehill experience. While the Skyhawk
Investment Group (SIG), with its yearlong coursework and management of
the Mary Herlihy Opportunity Fund,
remains its marquee component, we have
added programs to broaden opportunities
and interests for more students. These
include LAUNCH, a mentoring program
for female students interested in fnance,
ENGAGE Finance Leadership, a program
assisting sophomores and juniors in
résumé building, and SRA Partners, an
application-based program for juniors to
advance fnancial modeling, research and
presentation skills. Our award-winning
chapter of the Financial Management
Association and our new Women in
Finance club continue to create numerous
additional opportunities for student
learning and achievement, refecting
the experiential learning mission of the
Business Department.
In my spare time, I enjoy: My family
gave me a DNA test kit several years
ago, so I have gotten deeply involved
in researching our family tree. Fun
fact: I had a great uncle, the Reverend
Michael J. Mullins, who founded the frst
Catholic parish in Beverly Hills, Calif.,
where he performed the ceremony for
Elizabeth Taylor’s frst wedding. I was
told that, as everyone left the church, he
was heard saying, “I give it six months.”
This hobby has given me great pleasure
in reaching out to my DNA relations
around the world.
I’m most curious about: Understanding
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. I still
cannot process the idea that time is
relative. I’m working on it.

A Student-Driven
Approach
to “Fake News”
•••••••••••••••••••
LAST FALL, Assistant Professor of

Politics Anwar Mhajne asked her
students to share their ideal topic
for an upper-level course.
Siobhan Dowcett ’21 and Taylor
White ’21, who were taking Mhajne’s
course on cybersecurity at the
time, had something front of mind:
disinformation online.
“In watching the election and the
rise of QAnon, we both thought it
would be great to take that focus we’d
had all semester and turn it into an
entire course,” says Dowcett. “There’s
a long history of ‘fake news,’ and it’s
important to understand how the term
has been politicized and what issues
we’re really facing,” adds White.
Mhajne liked their proposal, and a
new spring semester course, the Politics
of Fake News, took shape.
“Fake news is a common phrase,
and it catches people’s attention,” says
Mhajne. “But we’re really focused on
disinformation—actively making a fake
story or emphasizing certain points to
cause damage—and misinformation—a
person reading or seeing something
that they’re not aware is fake.”
As she developed the syllabus,
Mhajne enlisted the help of Dowcett
and White to ensure the interests
and perspectives of students would
infuence the material covered.
“These are upper-level courses—
students are truly choosing to be
there,” says Mhajne. “To build off that
enthusiasm, I like to emphasize student
responsibility, encouraging them to
take initiative around what topics they
want to cover as well as creating space
for engagement and discussion.”
Mhajne, Dowcett and White
worked to ensure that content was
inclusive and nonpartisan, monitored
the news to keep coursework relevant

and discussed the challenges that
students face when navigating tough
conversations with family and peers.
A focus on students is apparent
in Mhajne’s courses. “I’ve taken her
every semester that she’s been at the
College,” says White. “She’s very
observant of her students, recognizing
our skills and weaknesses, and she calls
us out in a way that helps us learn.”
Dowcett agrees, “She’s constantly
creating and sharing opportunities for
growth. She’s very much invested in
every student’s success.”
Mhajne’s approach to teaching
refects her own experience in college
and graduate school. A frst-generation
student, she grew up in a conservative
Muslim city in Israel. Her decision
to go to college hours away from her
family and then to earn her doctorate
in the U.S. meant overcoming cultural
traditions and expectations as well as
navigating linguistic, geographic and
logistical challenges.
“What helped me was having
teachers and professors who believed
in me, built a real relationship and
helped me develop the tools to
overcome the challenges I faced,” says
Mhajne. “As someone who didn’t

have college-educated family members
to rely on and who was learning in
different languages and new spaces,
I discovered that part of building
diversity in the classroom is through
embracing the diverse ways people
learn and retain information.”
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

“There’s a long history
of ‘fake news,’ and it’s
important to understand
how the term has been
politicized...”
—Taylor White ’21
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

With that in mind, the course
built on students’ understanding of
disinformation and misinformation
in a number of ways, including with
guest lecturers who offered insight into
real-world issues and by practicing
how to have tough conversations and
establish a common set of facts.
Mhajne plans to refne the course
and teach it again next year. “A course
like this isn’t just for us,” explains
Dowcett. Adds White, “We hope it’ll
be a mainstay at Stonehill.”

COURSE CREATION [L to R] Taylor White
’21, Professor Anwar Mhajne and Siobhan
Dowcett ’21 created the Politics of Fake
News course ofered this past spring.
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DR. DEBRENNA LAFA AGBÉNYIGA

I

Dr. DeBrenna
LaFa Agbényiga became the
provost and vice president
for academic afairs at Stonehill,
overseeing all College operations
directly pertaining to academic
programming, faculty and academic
administration. A scholar in the
felds of social science and business
administration, Dr. Agbényiga has
an extensive record of leadership,
achievement and service as
a professor and administrator.
N DECEMBER,

estions
Provost

NEW
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1

What is one accomplishment
you’d like to achieve in your
frst year as provost?

Building strong relationships within and
beyond the offce of the provost. This is the foundation
for accomplishing the overarching work that we are
embarking on in academic affairs.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

2

We heard that you sometimes
like to sit in on classes and
lectures. Can you tell us more
about this?

As a leader, I believe it is essential that I
have a deeper understanding of all of the areas I oversee.
Being in the classroom allows me to have frsthand
knowledge of the student learning experience and the
excellent and innovative teaching methodology from our
faculty. It also gives me perspectives that could become
benefcial during collaboration between faculty and
administration to ensure students receive the very best
in our classrooms, laboratories and beyond. I also get to
know about faculty needs in the classroom, which is an
important part of faculty and student success at every
level. For me, this random presence in classes is the
true essence of engaged faculty and student-centered
leadership needed to support an inclusive and excellent
academic environment.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

3

What do you enjoy about
being a provost and what is
most challenging?

The provost position is extremely complex
because of how the role intersects with so many areas
within and beyond the institution. What I fnd great about
the position is also where I fnd the greatest challenge.
The role requires navigating various academic and
leadership relationships while ensuring that attention to
details, processes and protocols that are the foundation
for ensuring student, faculty and staff success also align
with our Congregation of Holy Cross mission and values.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DR. AGBÉNYIGA, VISIT:

stonehill.edu/provost-announcement.
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4

Please share three qualities
that you think are necessary
in a leader.

The ability to actively listen and create a
space for honest discussions and dialogue; the ability to
communicate across various boundaries; the ability to
create innovative and collaborative teams of excellence.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

5

Entering college, what did
you want to be?

My major was criminal justice with a minor
in sociology/pre-law. I had plans to go to law
school. However, as I began to see and experience various
issues, concerns and challenges in my community,
I began to step in and advocate for change. It was at
that juncture that I also started discovering my gifts and
how best to utilize them to help ensure a fair and just
global community.

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

6

Stonehill is committed to
supporting a diverse and inclusive
community. How do you hope
to build on that mission?

As a 21st century leader, I will strive to ensure that
I create an academic environment with globally-engaged
citizens ready to interact in an ever-changing and inclusive
environment. Equity, diversity and inclusion are, therefore,
essential components for achieving inclusive excellence.
I will strive to sustain an environment where 21st century
learners and educators have a supportive, diverse and
inclusive environment that is responsive to student learning
in a higher education setting.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

7

Your passion for social justice
issues seems like an ideal ft for
a college committed to creating
a more just and equitable
world. How might you work to empower
Stonehill students seeking to improve
the world in which they live?

I will make it my daily mission to listen to our students
to understand the various causes that they identify as
pertinent areas. I will support them in the process of
becoming advocates of change at every level. This requires
excellent listening and communication skills and a deep
understanding of the historical context and foundation of
Stonehill for engagement in social justice and social change.
I will ensure our students have the tools needed in an
environment where inquiry and innovation are aligned
with our efforts to create a just and equitable world.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

8

You’ve described your approach
to issues as being grounded
by a “wellness and well-being”
perspective. How might that
apply to the provost role?

This perspective is aligned with being a respectful,
compassionate, strategic and ethical leader. This allows me
to focus on the whole person and the whole educational and
institutional experience aligned with the whole community.
In this context, well-being is a comprehensive and complex
goal; a shared value and responsibility for the entire
community to ensure physical, mental and social health for
all. I will follow this approach in all that we do to ensure
success within and beyond the classroom.

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

AS A 21ST CENTURY
LEADER ,

I will strive to
ensure that I create an
academic environment
with globally-engaged
citizens ready to
interact in an everchanging and inclusive
environment.

9

What was the frst thing you
put in your ofce?

Flowers and a potted plant. As I nurture these
natural beauties, I am also reminded of the innate
beauty in all of God’s creations that we may all learn from
and enjoy together. This, in turn, encourages me to strive
hard to do my best every day that I am blessed to serve
in this role.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

10

If the Roche Dining
Commons added a dinner
option to the menu to make
you feel at home, what
would you request?

Chicken Pilau “Perlo” and She-Crab soup.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Distinctively

STONEHILL
s

What image defnes Stonehill to you? Maybe it’s one
that you have framed on your desk, glued in
a scrapbook or saved as your home screen. We asked
around, and here’s what we discovered.
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1 Summer Walkway

1

Sydney Cheever ’20
This view never gets old. The beauty from the heart of campus
is a reminder that each day is a great day to be a member of
the Stonehill community.

2 Best Experiences

Lucas Sartori ’20
This is one of my favorite photos because it was the kickof
for the new Meehan School of Business and also the start to
our senior year as executive board members for SGA. While
the year was cut short, it was one of the best experiences I
had at Stonehill. [L to R] Lucas Sartori ’20, Gerard McCarthy ’20,
President John Denning, C.S.C., Jeremiah Peñaforida ’20.

3 Winning Shot
Courtney White ’84
I took a lot of photos of the men’s basketball team from 1989’93, when my brother was on the team, and I tried to make as
many of the games as possible. This photo was memorable
because it captures the winning three-pointer at the buzzer by
Jon Cronin ’92 during the ’92-’93 season opener. I remember
storming the court with the team and fans after the horn
sounded and the ball swished through the net. As we were all
yelling and back-slapping each other, I said to Jon, “I think I got
the shot!” But with 35mm flm back in the early ’90s, you had
to wait until you got the prints back to really know.

4 Ropes Challenge
Katie (Scollin) Flowers ’00
This image brings back a ton of fun memories from the ropes
course during Orientation weekends. Being an Orientation
Leader was such a positive experience for me. It was a great
opportunity to spend time with friends and share my love of
Stonehill with incoming students, and it was an outlet for my
extroverted energy with all those trust-falls and icebreakers!

5 Inner Peace
Robert Rosenthal
Professor Emeritus of Economics
Renowned Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh’s visit in 2002
provided me with a frsthand look at how one’s inner peace
could resonate with so many. One of his quotes—“We have
to walk in a way that we only print peace and serenity on
the Earth. Walk as if you are kissing the Earth with your feet.”
—was evident during his many walks around campus.

6 Making History
Sally Scully ’81
It was Parents Weekend 1980, and most of our parents were
at the softball championship game of the state tournament.
With a 6-3 victory over Westfeld State, we brought home the
frst title in Stonehill softball history—state champions, an
amazing feat considering we had only become a varsity sport
the year before. We celebrated on the bus ride back to campus
and throughout the weekend. Softball went on to become the
frst Stonehill athletic team to win the title three years in a row.
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HUB OF ACTIVITY
JENNIFER (PORTER) MACAULAY ’92
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF THE MACPHÁIDÍN LIBRARY

As both an alumnus and an employee, I have spent a great deal
of time on campus—and it is one of my favorite places. But the
MacPháidín Library holds a special place in my heart. I have
worked in the library since it was built, in 1998, so have watched
it grow, change and become a hub of student activity. This is
one of my favorite photographs of the MacPháidín Library with
the Cushing-Martin Building, the former library where I also
once worked, on the left. It was taken during the fall of 2016.

5

6
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7 Stormy Stroll

7

Abigail Campbell ’22
Summit Photographer
A big storm the day before Halloween sounds about right
for a New England college. Combined with the mask on
the student, the iconic Stonehill clock and the MacPháidín
Library in the background, this photo has and will always
scream Stonehill College to me.

8 Spirit of Stonehill
Nicki Pardo
Freelance Photographer for Stonehill
In my opinion, the spirit of Stonehill includes steadiness,
enthusiasm, family, faith—religious and in one’s ability to
succeed—and community. This photo of Rachel Riani ’19
and her parents at Commencement captures it all.

9 Nicole’s Dad
Nicole (Tourangeau) Casper ’95
Director of Archives
In 2005, I was sorting through hundreds of images from the
1995 commencement—the year I graduated—for a project
I was working on. I was shocked to see this picture of my
dad. There are no photos of me taken that day by the ofcial
photographer, but this one has a special place in my heart.
My dad was the one who picked me up from Stonehill on
weekends and is always there—even today, when I need
someone to keep me company driving home after work.
It is now in our digital archives under the name Nicole’s Dad.

FALL DELIGHT
LEANNE BROOKS ’15

Stonehill is beautiful in every season, but my favorite time
was the fall, thanks to the crisp weather and the feeling of
settling into the academic year. This was the walk I used to
do senior year from the Science Center back to New Hall.
The bridge was not only convenient, because it shortened
the “commute,” but it was also scenic and a great moment to
decompress before returning home. I also remember using
“bridge time” to think through those last-minute topics I
wished to remember as I headed into an exam!

10 Humble Beginnings
Nicole (Tourangeau) Casper ’95
Director of Archives
Another favorite image. Taken in 1957, this photo is striking,
as it shows how far the College has come. Stonehill was
nine years old, with 415 students. Five classes had already
graduated. There are no residence halls and no road leading
to Route 123. The cafeteria and library were in Donahue Hall.
As they say, great things can grow from humble beginnings.

11 Teeing Up
Dean O’Keefe ‘94
Director of Athletics
This photo was taken in the fall of 2018 on the Donahue hill,
when our frst varsity women’s golf team was introduced—
the start of what will certainly be a long history of the sport
at the College. This image connects Stonehill’s beginnings
with the three trailblazing student-athletes responsible for
“teeing up” the opportunity for future generations of women
to compete in varsity athletics.

12 Powerful Image
Martin McGovern
Director of Communications and Media Relations
I love the symbolism of the light behind the cross on the
top of the Chapel of Mary, and I admire the instinct of Aisha
McAdams ’17 for capturing such a powerful image.
18
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PUPPY LOVE
RICH MORGAN Freelance photographer for Stonehill

This picture is from the Blessing of the Pets event
in 2019. These two couldn’t be happier!

11

12
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE CDC’S

SAL LUCIDO ’89

•
“To be honest, when I
frst came to the CDC,
I couldn’t have defned
public health for you.”

20

STONEHILL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

--~--•~--~.n ~

A
BY KIMBERLY LAWRENCE

|

SPRING 2021

SK SALVATORE LUCIDO ’89 about his time at Stonehill,
and his voice immediately becomes animated.
He’ll tell you about political science classes with
Professors James Millikan and George Hagerty ’75.
He’ll recall an internship he did in Washington, D.C.,
during the fall of his junior year. He’ll describe how
he and his friends played frisbee outside of O’Hara
Hall during a hurricane.
Lucido will also tell you how his Stonehill
experience set him on a path that ultimately led to
his 29-year career with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta,
Georgia. There, he has served in a variety of roles and currently is the associate
director of policy, external relations and communication for the division of heart
disease and stroke prevention. This past fall, Lucido spent eight weeks leading a
policy and public health partnership team supporting one of the CDC’s COVID-19
emergency response task forces. “It is an all-hands-on-deck approach to this type
of thing,” he says.
WINTER
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SAM had a conversation with Lucido to get an insider’s view
of the CDC. He also shared how he mentors future leaders, what
he enjoys about living in Georgia, and how he cooks for 80
people. Here are a few takeaways from the conversation.

RESPONDING TO A PANDEMIC

“It’s been interesting to say the least,” says Lucido of working at
the CDC during a global pandemic. When there isn’t an ongoing
emergency, the CDC’s emergency response stafng is limited.
“When something happens like Ebola, the opioid epidemic or
COVID, the response is stafed using CDC employees from across
the agency. So you get folks like me who don’t necessarily work
in emergency response on a regular basis—but understand the
organization’s processes—who get tapped to work in a variety
of sections on the response,” says Lucido.
While his experience has always been on the “noninfectious
side of the house,” Lucido has been working in congressional
relations, policy coordination and communications for most of
his 29 years, so he knows how those work. “I then have to learn
about COVID and rely on the subject matter experts for the ins
and outs of the disease.”
For eight weeks, Lucido was assigned to the State, Tribal,
Local and Territorial Support Task Force, interfacing with health
departments at these levels as well as engaging with nonproft
health organizations that primarily service them. “My role was
to serve as the lead for the policy and public health partnership
team on that task force,” he says. Handling congressional
inquiries and organizing partner engagement activities and
calls, his team provided up-to-date information on technical
guidance, lab testing activities and recommendations about
global migration. “For instance, the masking policy that the
Biden administration put into place for public conveyances—
people wearing masks on planes, trains, etc.—our task force
supported the dissemination of that recommendation to state
and local partners last fall,” he says.

GOOD FRIENDS [L to R] Lucido, second from left, with his classmates at their
30th Reunion. | Lucido enjoys reminiscing about his Stonehill days. As students,
Lucido, center, with Daniel Cronin ’89, left, and David Jackson ’89.
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AT THE HEART OF IT

In his regular job, Lucido is part of the division that is tasked
with addressing cardiovascular health-related issues from a
prevention perspective. Specifcally, he manages what serves
as the public afairs unit, handling congressional relations,
policy coordination, partner relations, media inquiries, health
communication campaigns and social media activities.
“Our big focus is hypertension control since it is a major risk
factor for heart disease and stroke. Less than 50% of people
who have hypertension have it under control,” says Lucido. “For
the last 30 or 40 years, heart disease rates have generally gone
down, but over the last decade or so that downward trend has
plateaued, so we are concerned that we are starting to see a
lack of improvement there.”
His division works with partners to devise ways to promote
hypertension control, from blood pressure monitors at home to
prescription drug adherence. The division was also instrumental
in producing the Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Control
Hypertension.
In terms of COVID, his division is also looking at data on the
link between the virus and cardiovascular health. “Having certain
cardiovascular diseases makes you more susceptible on the
front end, which demonstrates the need to get chronic disease
conditions under control,” says Lucido. As more data becomes
available, they will also examine what impact COVID may have
on cardiovascular health in the longer term.

PUBLIC HEALTH 101

“To be honest, when I frst came to the CDC in 1991, I couldn’t
have defned public health for you,” says Lucido. “For most of us,
our interactions with health are through our doctors. The health
care community is very one-on-one. It’s about a patient’s health
and, of course, that’s important. But public health is about
population health, protecting the population as a whole. That
was really the distinction that I didn’t get until I started working
at the CDC.”
Although he was at the CDC during anthrax and SARS,
Lucido notes, “While they certainly posed serious risks to the
nation’s health, the impact of COVID on the nation’s health has
been much larger and more deadly.” He fnds hope, though,
by way of the vaccines. “Because of the science and technology
that we have available to us, what has been bad will be
contained at some point because of those advances in science,”
he says. “I’m excited about that, and it gives me hope.”
Until then he is following the protocols—physical
distancing, washing hands, wearing masks, avoiding crowds—
that the CDC recommends. “I have a godchild that is a big
athlete, and I miss seeing him play. I never could have imagined
missing Little League baseball as much as I have during this
pandemic.”

MENTORING FUTURE LEADERS

Lucido arrived at the CDC by way of its presidential
management internship program. “That program is a big
conduit for bringing policy-related professionals to the CDC,
so I have continued to work with it and in some other roles
on recruitment,” says Lucido. “I want to help bring new blood
into the agency and mentor my staf for the next steps in
leadership here.”
His mentorship role doesn’t end there. He also helps
alumni from his alma maters—Georgia State University,
where he earned a law degree, and Stonehill. “Over the years,
I have made myself available to students through Stonehill’s
Career Development Center, often talking to healthcare
administration majors, and I am happy to do this.”

STONEHILL PATH

“I remember at freshman orientation, Fr. Eugene Green, my
advisor, asking me, ‘So what do you want to study?’ I told him
I wanted to major in political science and minor in English,”
Lucido recalls. “And that’s what I did.”
Taking every political science class that he could ft into his
schedule, Lucido especially enjoyed classes with Professors Jim
Millikan and George Hagerty ’75. “I gravitated toward Stonehill
because of the size. The cool thing was the access to the
faculty, interacting with professors in and out of the classroom,”
he recalls. “It wasn’t uncommon to walk down the hall in Dufy
and pop into a classroom to say hello to a professor.”
Lucido remembers a course with Professor Millikan that had
a lasting impact. “He would have the class go through these
local government scenarios. In one, I had to play the role of the
public works director. This drove home my interest in public
policy quite a bit.” Later, Professor Millikan was instrumental
in helping Lucido obtain an internship in Washington, D.C. and
in identifying what he wanted to pursue after graduation.
But Lucido doesn’t think only of his time in the classroom
when he reminisces about Stonehill. Treks up to the caves,
spring fing concerts at O’Hara, where he served on the dorm
council, and later living in Colonial Court all come to mind.
“Pulling chairs out into the Quad, watching my buddies
play stickball and enjoying the spring sun—those are great
memories.”

-

DOWN TIME

Although he has enjoyed living in Georgia for nearly three
decades, Lucido still considers himself a New Englander. “I’m
a big Boston sports fan, and I don’t care much about college
football.” A bonus to living in Atlanta, he admits, is being able
to golf in January.

“It is an all-handson-deck approach
to this type of thing.”
—Lucido on the CDC’s response to COVID-19

He has also connected with some of the Stonehill alumni
who live in Georgia, and throughout this past year, he has had
Zoom calls with his college friends.
Although his work is all-encompassing, especially during
the pandemic, he makes time to cook. “Usually [in non-COVID
times], I have an annual Christmas open house with 80 or so
people at my home,” he says. The menu includes recipes passed
down by his grandparents and other family members, such
as meatballs, baked ziti, sausage and peppers, antipasto—all
made from scratch by Lucido.

DARE MIGHTY THINGS

“Dare Mighty Things; Win Glorious Triumphs; Avoid the Grey.”
If you email Lucido, you’ll see this quote in his signature line.
“It is my mantra of sorts,” he says. About three years ago, he
attended a month-long course run by the Federal Executive
Institute. It is a training program where attendees refect upon
their careers and plan for their futures as federal executives.
One assignment was to come up with a mantra for yourself.
“I had been reading about Theodore Roosevelt, and he had a
quote that I found meaningful, so I paraphrased and shortened
it to come up with this,” he explains. “I felt like that is how
I have gone about my career at the CDC. I would rather take
things on and take the risk of failing than not give it my all.”
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Building Stronger
Bonds with
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BY TRACEY PALMER

DO YOU RECALL YOUR FIRST DAYS on

the Stonehill campus? Maybe it was
your frst time away from home, in
a new town, surrounded by unfamiliar
people. Did you ever have doubts about
ftting in, making friends or feeling like
you belonged? Now imagine being a
frst-year student of color at Stonehill—
a predominantly white campus.
A recent diversity audit made it clear that being a
new student of color at Stonehill can be challenging.
So challenging that some students of color feel
isolated and leave before graduating. To address
these concerning fndings, the Ofce of Intercultural
Afairs, which had already been working on retentionfocused programming for underrepresented students,
teamed up with the Ofce of Alumni Engagement.
Together, they collaborated with a group of energized
alumni of color to fgure out how to build stronger
bonds with students of color—to Stonehill, to each
other and to the broader alumni community.
The result of their work is a program launched this
past fall called BACES—BIPOC Achieving Connection
and Empowerment at Stonehill. (BIPOC is Black,
Indigenous, and people of color.) It works by pairing
each frst-year student of color who wants to take part
with an upperclassman of color and an alum of color.
“When I was a student, I was the cofounder of
the frst student of color organization at Stonehill,”
says BACES planning committee member Cicily
(Roberts) Shaw ’97.
“I joined the committee
Mentor Danielle
because I wanted to give back
(Teixeira) Medina ’05
[center] and her
in a meaningful way, and what
mentees Melanie
Barbosa ’23 [left] and
an honor it is to help develop
Jaelynn Rodney ’24
the frst alumni mentoring
text often and meet
monthly over FaceTime.
program for students of color.”
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111111111 Alumni Community

want to get
involved in baces?
Email diversity@
stonehill.edu.

Shaw was one of many alumni who expressed a desire
to join the program. When the call for alumni mentors
went out, the response was overwhelming, says Elizett
Pires, assistant director of intercultural affairs. “We
thought we’d start small and make maybe 20 to 25 matches
total. We got over 90,” she recalls. In fact, Pires says the
program didn’t get enough frst-year student volunteers
for all the alumni eager to be involved. Fortunately,
alumni who weren’t matched with students agreed to give
workshops and attend remote networking events.

Connecting with Community
Danielle (Teixeira) Medina ’05, a senior contract manager
at Harvard Pilgrim, was quick to volunteer as a mentor
because of her own frst-year experience. “It was a bit of
a culture shock for me when I frst came to Stonehill,” she
recalls. “It wasn’t very diverse, but I was lucky to have
people I could talk to and clubs and activities to help me
make connections and new friends.”
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Medina’s mentees are Jaelynn
Mentor Jay Tinsley ’02
[right] and his mentee
Rodney ’24, and Melanie Barbosa
Sayvion Jones ’22 have
’23, both psychology majors.
had discussions about
Barbosa volunteered for BACES
racism, family, school,
because she didn’t have a good frst work and leadership.
year at Stonehill and wanted to
help other students like her feel more at home. “When I
came, I didn’t know where to get started,” Barbosa admits.
“I didn’t have anyone I could reach out to about getting
involved, and I want to change that. I want to make sure
students know there are ways to get involved, and there is
a place on campus for everybody.”
As a group, Medina, Rodney and Barbosa talk monthly
over FaceTime. Many of their discussions are about things
all college students worry about, like academic pressures
and how to take care of yourself when you’re stressed.
“There’s such a big age difference between us, at frst I
wasn’t sure if I could relate to them,” says Medina, “but
we’ve developed a really close relationship, and it’s not all
related to inclusion and diversity. We text back and forth
about their day-to-day lives all the time.”
“I always wanted someone I can relate to and get life
advice from,” says Rodney, “someone I could be real and
vulnerable with...I’ve always wanted that type of bond with
someone with life experience who could support me wholeheartedly. Because Mel has experienced campus life, I love
going to her with questions about getting connected with
the community or how to cope with school and friends.”

Shared Experiences
Jay Tinsley ’02, assistant vice president of fnancial
aid counseling at the University of Maryland Global
Campus, felt a sense of responsibility to become a
mentor. “As an established professional, I feel a proud
sense of obligation to serve as a mentor, resource and
sounding board for younger BIPOCs.” Tinsley has
enjoyed discussions with his mentee, Sayvion Jones ’22,
a sociology and criminology major and SGA executive
diversity chair. “We’ve discussed our experiences with
overt racism and microaggressions on campus, as well
as the efforts we’ve made to combat them,” Tinsley says.
“We discussed everything from family, school and
work life to being an effective leader,” says Jones.
“These discussions have helped me in my leadership
positions because I learned what I was going through
was not uncommon. We also talked about racial justice
on campus and in media. I learned that even as an
adult, there are things that still come up that might take
some learning, and I’m grateful to learn that now.”

Journey of College
Mentoring is a key part of BACES, says Pires, but the
program is also helping students of color build social
capital, networks and career opportunities for life after
Stonehill. “We are fortunate to have so many amazing
alumni who are passionate about this and willing to
engage and support this program,” Pires says. “They
all wish they had something like this when they were
students. We couldn’t have done it without them.”
Plans are already underway to expand BACES
next year, hopefully attracting even more students and
alumni. Rodney says she’d recommend it to everyone.
“I feel like I’ve gained lifelong relationships with
these two wonderful ladies,” she says of her mentors.
“I appreciate their knowledge and support. I couldn’t
have asked for a better pairing. Mel has connections
that can help me inside of college. Danielle is a strong
woman who has connections that can help me outside
of college. This program is an advantage in life.”
If Medina, Barbosa, Rodney, Tinsley and Jones are
any measure, the frst year of BACES has been a success,
not just for students but for alumni mentors as well.
“To be able to mentor another student of color is
amazing,” says Medina. “The opportunity to help
a student understand and go through the journey of
college is life changing.”
Tinsley agrees. “Honestly, I feel like I’m learning
a lot more from my mentee than he is from me, but
that’s not necessarily a bad thing. I’ve learned that as
bleak as things occasionally feel, there is a generation
of individuals getting ready to head out into the world
that is smarter, more thoughtful and more enlightened
than the last.”

Launching BACES
BACES would not have happened without the
enthusiasm and hard work of the dedicated alumni
planning committee. Here’s what a few had to
say about what inspired them to join the efort:
Cicily (Roberts) Shaw ’97
“My hope for the program is that as the
years progress, it will gain more traction.
I hope that more people will join to build
stronger relationships between alumni
and current Stonehill students of color.”
Janna (Stanke) Naraine ’11
“BACES is providing great opportunities
for students and alumni of color to build
a stronger foundation for this community
within Stonehill. It’s been an amazing
experience, from hearing it as a concept
and being part of its creation to watching
it fourish in ways I did not imagine.”

Shaw

Elyssa Feliciano ’12
“The opportunity to create additional
support for our students of color was
something I felt passionate about,
especially since historically there’s been a
lack of connection between our alumni of
color and students of color. This program is
a great way to strengthen that connection.”

Naraine

Randy Jose ’12
“I was motivated to build a thread of
community between current BIPOC
students and alumni. I hope the program
recognizes and celebrates BIPOC student
and alumni success.”

Feliciano

Jason Watts ’13
“Stonehill is truly a special place.
Strengthening the community and building
a more diverse and inclusive student
experience through a tiered mentorship
will beneft students in ways we can’t
fully begin to articulate. I wish there was
a program like this while I was a student.
I hope BACES becomes a bedrock at the
College and helps attract a more diverse
student body, knowing they will be
supported in a unique and special way.”

Jose

Watts

Tyler Williams ’13
“I was motivated to join BACES after
refecting on my college experience.
Stonehill is surrounded by diverse and
unique cultures and communities. Still, you
do not often get the opportunity to interact
with these communities as a student on
campus. I saw BACES as a way for me to
reconnect with the College and add value
to the experiences of current students.”
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Alumni Community

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

111111111

WASHINGTON

59

MONTANA

NORTH DAKOTA

11

2

Alumni Living in the United States

OREGON

MINNESO

52

51

IDAHO

SOUTH DAKOTA

6

WYOMING

4

5

NEBRASKA

9

NEVADA

24

UTAH

9

CALIFORNIA

COLORADO

107

421

8

OKLAHOMA

ARIZONA

87

KANSAS

11

NEW MEXICO

12

TEXAS

183

ALASKA

9

Hawaii........ 20

28
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Stonehill Alums Around the World

MAINE

566

Alumni
Living
Internationally
••••••••••••••••••

OTA

1

NEW YORK

WISCONSIN

17

1,250

MICHIGAN

30

PENNSYLVANIA

IOWA

9

188

OHIO
ILLINOIS

106

65

INDIANA

43

MISSOURI

WEST
VIRGINIA

4

KENTUCKY

37

VIRGINIA

287

16

NORTH CAROLINA

246

TENNESSEE

42
ARKANSAS

SOUTH CAROLINA

3

105

MISSISSIPPI

4

ALABAMA

3

GEORGIA

126

LOUISIANA

15

FLORIDA

Vermont ......................156
New Hampshire .......910
Massachusetts ....15,862
Rhode Island .............970
Connecticut........... 1,678
New Jersey.................533
Delaware....................... 18
Maryland ....................167
Washington, D.C. ....... 69

694

Puerto Rico .................... 1
U.S. Virgin Islands......... 3

Argentina.......................................... 2
Australia..........................................12
Belarus............................................... 1
Brazil................................................... 2
Canada ............................................18
China.................................................. 3
Colombia .......................................... 2
Czech Republic............................... 1
Dominican Republic..................... 3
Ecuador ............................................. 1
El Salvador........................................ 4
France ................................................ 3
Germany ........................................... 2
Greece................................................ 1
Guatemala........................................ 2
Haiti .................................................... 1
Honduras.......................................... 3
Hong Kong....................................... 2
India ................................................... 6
Indonesia.......................................... 1
Ireland................................................ 7
Italy..................................................... 3
Japan................................................30
Jordan................................................ 1
Mexico ............................................... 1
Montenegro .................................... 1
Netherlands..................................... 2
New Zealand ................................... 2
Nigeria ............................................... 1
Norway.............................................. 1
Peru .................................................... 5
Portugal ............................................ 2
Russia................................................. 3
South Korea..................................... 1
Spain .................................................. 7
Sweden ............................................. 2
Switzerland...................................... 7
Taiwan ............................................... 1
Thailand ............................................ 2
Turkey ................................................ 4
Uganda.............................................. 3
United Kingdom ..........................17

Numbers as of February 2021
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Class Notes
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1968

Thomas Keating Jr.’s memoir,
Yesterday’s Soldier: A Passage from
Prayer to the Vietnam War, has
been selected for the permanent
collection at the Vietnam Center &
Sam Johnson Vietnam Archive at
Texas Tech University in Lubbock,
Tex. A Kindle version was published
on Amazon. The book is the story
of Keating’s transformation as a
young man from infantryman to
conscientious objector and his
experiences in Vietnam.

1972

John Cooney Jr. was recognized
by Forbes as a 2021 Best-in-State
Wealth Advisor. Cooney is a
principal/fnancial planner at
Bleakley Financial Group based in
Fairfeld, N.J.

1973

Daniel O’Shea was unanimously
approved for a seat on the
Massachusetts Superior Court
after being nominated by Gov.
Charlie Baker. O’Shea had been the
frst justice of Attleboro District
Court for 10 years and has served
the court since 2005. v Richard
Staiti was elected Norfolk County
Commissioner. He previously served
as Canton’s town moderator since
1996 and as a member of the Select
Board of Canton for nine years,
including three stints as its chair.
Staiti has operated his own law
practice in Canton since 1990.

1975

Donna (Brennan) Boulanger,
the president and CEO of North
Brookfeld Savings Bank, was
named Outstanding Woman Leader
for 2020 by the Massachusetts
Bankers Association. The frst female
president and CEO of the 167-yearold bank, she has ushered in a new
era of fnancial growth, championed
greater community support and
involvement and brought diversity
and opportunity to the bank’s
management team.

1980

Robert Moccia was named
president and CEO of the medical
technology company STRATA

30

Skin Sciences in Horsham, Pa. In
his career, Moccia has marketed
and/or launched more than 30
dermatological products.

1982

Claire (McLaughlin) Cronin
became the frst woman to
serve as majority leader of
the Massachusetts House of
Representatives. She was reelected
to represent the 11th Plymouth
District in November. Cronin was
previously the frst woman to chair
the Joint Judiciary Committee.
v Rev. Thomas Looney, C.S.C. has
been named the 10th president of
King’s College, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Fr.
Looney, who will begin his term in
July, previously served as Stonehill’s
vice president for Catholic identity
and mission, provincial superior for
the Eastern Province of Priests and
Brothers, and provincial councilor
for the United States Province of
Priests and Brothers. v Eileen
(Egan) O’Connor will be installed
as the president of the Essex County
(N.J.) Bar Association in May after
retiring as assistant prosecutor
for the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Ofce.

1983

Craig Binney has joined the Bank
of Easton’s board of directors.
He serves as Stonehill’s associate
vice president for fnance and
operations and was the recipient
of the College’s Gaudete Medal
in 2005.

1985

John Balzer, a fnancial manager
with the Bulfnch Group in
Needham, has earned the Five Star
Wealth Manager designation for the
eighth consecutive year. The annual
award is given to fnancial managers
who are identifed through
extensive research conducted with
peers and frms throughout the
fnancial services industry. Winners
must meet a total of 10 objective
eligibility and evaluation criteria. v
Rev. Robert Campbell, associate
pastor of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary Catholic Community
in Albuquerque, N.M., is the only
priest in his archdiocese trained
and authorized to provide care and
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sacraments to COVID-19 patients.
v Nancy Coyle was named the
chief fnancial ofcer for Fidelity
Bank in Leominster. She has worked
in the banking industry for 35 years,
including 13 years as the chief
fnancial ofcer at StonehamBank,
Admirals Bank and Lehman
Brothers Bank.

1993

1987

Tarah (Lelli) Frawley celebrated
23 years with the stafng frm,
Creative Financial Stafng (CFS).
Vice president of the company since
2018, she began her career with
CFS in 1997. v Kyle Kane has been
named executive vice president and
chief human resources ofcer for
Northwest Bank, based in Warren,
Pa. He most recently served as
vice president of global human
resources for Diebold Nixdorf,
headquartered in North Canton,
Ohio.

Colleen Brierley was elected
as Norfolk County’s Register of
Probate and Family Court. For
the past 22 years, Brierley has
operated a private law practice in
Norwood. She is also cofounder
and manager of the nonproft,
Journey to Parenthood, which
assists people across the country
with the high costs of adoption
and fertility treatments. v Michael
Scannell was appointed executive
director of the Clergy Trust, an
independently managed trust
that provides ongoing care and
support for the health, well-being
and retirement needs of 536 active
and senior diocesan priests in good
standing across the Archdiocese
of Boston. Scannell has over 30
years of experience in fnancial
management, human resources and
service on nonproft boards.

1989

James McHugh, a realtor for 31
years, is owner of LAER Realty
Partners. Established in 2014, it is
now one of the largest independent
and fastest-growing real estate
companies in New England.

1990

James Molloy III, a business
consultant, published a playbook
of career coaching strategies and
advice with a colleague titled
Modern Career Management.
v David Sexton Jr. was elected
to the Westfeld School Board.
A resident of the city since 2012,
Sexton is a software engineer and
fnancial services manager. He
has also worked at various times
throughout his career as a K-12
teacher and has taught at the
college level.

Scott Dussault was named to the
board of directors of Desktop Metal,
in Burlington. He serves as the
executive vice president, COO and
CFO at Nasuni Corporation,
a leading cloud storage provider.

1994

1996

Angela (Dion) Cochran was named
vice president of publications for
the American Society of Clinical
Oncology in Alexandria, Va. She
previously served as president
of the Society for Scholarly
Publishing. v Mark Keane received
a master’s degree in management
from Harvard Extension School
in Cambridge. He works as a
business development manager
at RCN Telecom, an internet,
digital TV and phone services
provider. v Robert Mills III was
promoted to the role of executive
vice president for unscripted
and alternative entertainment
for Walt Disney Television. He
leads non-scripted development
and production for Hulu as well
as daytime programming for
ABC. Mills previously served
as the senior vice president for
alternative series, specials and
late-night programming for ABC
Entertainment.

1999

Stephen Dacey received the Ryken
Award from Xaverian Brothers High
School in Westwood. Awarded
annually as part of the school’s
Founder’s Day celebration, the
Ryken Award honors an adult
member of the Xaverian community
who has shown exceptional

dedication to the school’s mission
and values. Dacey has worked
at the all-boys school since 2003
in a variety of roles. He currently
serves as its assistant principal for
teaching and learning while also
teaching seventh grade science.
v John Popiak was promoted to
colonel and assumed command of
the U.S. Army’s Cyber Protection
Brigade. The 1,000-person unit
is responsible for countering
cyberspace adversaries to defend
the Department of Defense.

Guiding through
Lourdes
IF YOU HAVEN’T SEEN Netfix’s Down to Earth
with Zac Efron—in which Efron and pal Darin
Olien travel the world exploring themes of
wellness, green energy and the like—you
might want to stream episode
eight to catch a Stonehill alum.
The episode’s central topic
is water. As Efron explains in the
introduction, “Water can provide
more than just hydration. There
is also a spiritual aspect to it.
We’re on our way to Lourdes,
France, home of the most
famous healing shrine in the
whole world. It is here that four
to six million people come to visit each year,
specifcally for the water…Thousands claim
miraculous healing as a result of drinking and
bathing in it.”
Their guide? Rev. James Phalan C.S.C.
’73. A member of Holy Cross Ministries,
Fr. Phalan was stationed in Lourdes for three
years, until 2019. He is now living at the
residences of the Holy Cross Priests at Stonehill
and serves as national director of Family
Rosary.
“It was a very enjoyable experience.
Zac and Darin were good guys, easy to be
with, sincere and open to what was going
on. You can see that in the episode,” says
Fr. Phalan, who served as a chaplain a
the Lourdes Shrine.
In the episode, Fr. Phalan tells Efron and
Olien about a pilgrimage of cancer patients.

2001

Gerard Amodeo was named
senior vice president of commercial
lending at Leader Bank in
Arlington. He previously worked
for East Boston Savings Bank as
a commercial real estate lender.
v Lauren (Hall) Grymek was
named executive director of the
Massachusetts Women’s Forum,
a community of top women leaders
from all sectors of society who
work together to advance women’s
leadership. Grymek previously
served as executive director of the
Melrose Chamber of Commerce.
v Evan Jellison was promoted
to associate professor in the
Department of Immunology at the
University of Connecticut School
of Medicine.

2002

Darren Bisso has been named vice
president-controller at Lowell Five
Bank, headquartered in Tewksbury.
He previously served as assistant
vice president for fnance at Melrose
Bank. v Michael Hart is a product
owner in the data management
department at ING in Amsterdam,
the Netherlands.

2003

Ferene Paris Meyer started her
own storytelling business called
All Heart Inspirations, where
she creates storytelling spaces
through workshops, community
engagements, culinary food and
more. Meyer previously served
as the director of New Student
Programs at the University of
Vermont.

2004

Elizabeth (Hanna) Hite is the STEM
outreach program manager for
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in
Kittery, Maine.

2005

Courtney (O’Keefe) Mulcahy
serves as head swim coach for
Shrewsbury High School. She is also
a middle school math teacher in
Shrewsbury. v Daniel Muse Jr. was

“They fnd a peace here. Even if they don’t
necessarily expect that they’re all going to be
miraculously cured…there’s something that
goes on inside.”
Lourdes, however, is not about magic,
he explains. “It’s not about any kind of
superstition. It’s symbols—through water,
through light. It’s a way of making your prayer
concrete.”
The spot is popular with
believers because of Marian
apparitions. “The Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared there to a poor,
uneducated girl in 1858, 18
times,” says Fr. Phalan. “In the
course of these events, a healing
spring was opened and since
then there have been thousands
of miraculous, dramatic physical
healings.”
Born in Medford, Fr. Phalan moved
to Easton as a 14-year-old, when his dad,
Laurence Phalan, took a job as a Stonehill
economics professor.
Fr. Phalan graduated from Stonehill in 1973
with a double major in psychology and history.
While serving with the Holy Cross Family
Ministries, he has resided in Peru, Mexico, Chile
and France.
“Stonehill has been deeply intertwined
with my life, and I have deep roots here,”
he says. “I got an excellent education that
prepared me to launch on what has been an
amazing adventure that I could never have
predicted.”
Fr. Phalan considers his time in Lourdes
among the best years of his life. “There is
something about Lourdes that makes me call
the place home. A part of my heart is there.”

named head coach of USA Hockey’s
National Team Development
Program under-18 team in
Plymouth, Mich. v Nathan Warecki
is an associate attorney in Nixon
Peabody’s complex commercial
disputes group in Manchester,
N.H. Prior to joining the frm, he
worked as an associate attorney at
Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green in
Manchester.

2006

Gregory Bradford was elected
a new partner at Nutter Law Firm
in Boston. Bradford is a member
of its commercial and real estate
fnance practice group as well as
its development, land use and
permitting practice group.
v Kalyn (Healey) Fogarty is
scheduled to have her novel, What
We Carry, published by Alcove Press
this summer.
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CHRIS WAX

Hitting It Out of the Park

v Marquis Taylor gave a virtual
talk titled “Applying Entrepreneurial
Solutions to Social Programs” in
February. Sponsored by the Martin
Institute, the presentation focused
on Taylor’s personal experiences
and how he is blending leadership,
entrepreneurship and education
reform to improve racial and
32

AT STONEHILL, Mark Leinweaver ’97 was a
four-year baseball player, WSHL radio talk show
host and Summit reporter. After he graduated,
he combined his love for baseball and
communications.
“I traded playing the sport for broadcasting
it,” says Leinweaver, who grew up in Yorktown
Heights, N.Y., and now lives in Manhattan
Beach, Calif.
He worked in local sports radio in western
Massachusetts and Connecticut for a while.
And in 2009, he became a Major League
Baseball agent for Beverly Hills Sports Council,
where he works with players and their
families—including members of the Red Sox
and Yankees—helping with salary arbitration
preparation and contract negotiation.
“My favorite part of the job is getting that
call from a player telling you they’re going to
the big leagues for the frst time. It’s a special
moment,” Leinweaver says. “The hardest part is
telling a player that it’s time to turn the page.”
Leinweaver also has his own business,
Perfect Playcement, where he speaks about
character to student-athletes and parents. He
describes it as “an honest, realistic, educational
campaign ofered to high school students
and their families.” Via webinar, he gives a
50-minute workshop, highlighting social media
dangers, the importance of volunteering, how
to contact colleges and more.
“My Stonehill experience gave me an
opportunity to try new things and take chances
of the feld and outside the classroom. I was
the radio play-by-play announcer for basketball
and football, wrote for the school paper
and hosted my own radio sports talk show,”
he recalls. “Those experiences taught me
vital communications skills—both verbal and
written—and to not be afraid to fail.”

economic injustices facing young
people of color in Massachusetts.

television commercials and shows
over the years.

2007

2008

Matthew Gudernatch appeared
with Tracy Morgan in a commercial
for Rocket Mortgage that debuted
during Super Bowl LV. Gudernatch
has appeared in numerous national
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Kyra (Fecteau) Davis was
promoted to portfolio manager
for securitized credit strategies
at Loomis Sayles & Company, an
afliate of Natixis Investment

Managers, in Boston. She joined
the company in 2015 as a portfolio
analyst and was promoted to
senior portfolio analyst in 2017,
and to investment strategist in
2018. v Kathryn (Sylvia) Rattigan
was promoted to counsel at
Robinson+Cole law frm. She is
a member of the frm’s business
litigation group and data privacy
and cybersecurity team.

2009

Kevin Bonnett was promoted to
the role of accounting and auditing
director at G.T. Reilly & Company
Certifed Public Accountants in
Milton. He joined the company
after graduating from Stonehill.
v Alessandra (Boniface) Hagerty
has joined the ad sales team at
MV Times in Martha’s Vineyard.
She previously worked as a
senior account manager for Knot
WorldWide. v Michael Murteira
was promoted to assistant vice
president/information security
ofcer at Walpole Cooperative Bank.
v Nikolaus Schuttauf was named
an associate at Burns & Levinson
law frm, where he serves as a trusts
and estate attorney.

2010

Benjamin Albert was named
director of corporate partnerships
for the international nonproft Save
the Children. v Brian Bouchard
was elected a frm shareholder at
Sheehan Phinney law frm, joining
its new ofce in Portsmouth, N.H.
His practice focuses on labor
and employment, land use and
construction. v Meghan Kilcoyne
was elected to represent the 12th
Worcester District.

2012

Randy Jose was named associate
director of admissions at the
Cambridge School of Weston.

2013

Patrick Byrnes has joined the
Rockport Police Department full
time after serving as a reserve
ofcer for the department and
as a community service ofcer at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
v Brandon Cox returned to
Stonehill in October to discuss the

killing of his friend Danroy “DJ”
Henry Jr. The event was sponsored
by the Stonehill Athletics Task
Force to Address Racial Injustice.
v Brianna (Lertora) Castillo
participated in the 2019 Great
Schooner Race in Rockland, Maine
and wrote about the experience for
The Recorder, a daily newspaper in
Greenfeld. Castillo works as a nurse
for Baystate Springfeld’s pediatric
inpatient unit. v Osasumwen
Igbinedion is the CEO of The Osasu
Show TV Network in her home
country of Nigeria. She is the host
of her own television show, The
Osasu Show, which focuses on
development, business and politics
in Nigeria and the United Kingdom.
She is also a philanthropist and
the founder of The Osasu Show
Foundation. v Melissa LaNeve
founded the nonproft JESUS aCross
the Border, which seeks to unite
all Catholic young adult groups
through a central platform. The
nonproft has hosted dozens of
worship, service and pilgrimage
events for young adults across New
England and beyond. LaNeve also
serves as an assistant director of
campus ministry and community
outreach at Anna Maria College in
Paxton.

2015

Thomas Noah, vice president
for marketing and operations at
the photography company OTBx
Air Boston, has founded his own
businesses, 3G System Fitness and
3G Athletics. The ftness consulting
and athletic apparel companies
are subsidiaries of Noah Legacy
Consulting.

2016

Alison Bestler, a media
administrator at the global media
agency the Spark Foundry in
Chicago, Ill., joined She Runs It
and was featured as its October
Member of the Month. She Runs It
is a professional organization for
women working in the marketing,
media and tech industries. In her
feature, Bestler praised her advisor
at Stonehill, Professor Angela
Paradise, for introducing her to
the media and communications
feld. v Marisa Butler was named

but there wasn’t funding to do so. “We
developed proposal after proposal and pitch
after pitch until an incredibly generous partner,
the A. James and Alice B. Clark Foundation,
invested $10 million to support the initiative,”
For Jessica Mardo ’13, advocacy work and
she recalls.
educational equality have always been
Bibo launched the initiative starting with
passions.
the class of 2020, with the goals of raising the
A political science and English double
area’s college graduation rate and setting its
major at Stonehill, she completed
students on a path for success.
the Stonehill Service Corps at
Each year, 750 college-bound
Brockton Interfaith Community,
DCPS grads will be matched
where she helped advocate for
with a coach, like Mardo, to
raising the minimum wage and
help them navigate the college
other economic justice causes.
transition, by learning what
“In all of this, I kept
academic, fnancial and other
seeing education inequity
resources are available to them.
as the common thread,” says
Coaches check in regularly
Mardo, who also enrolled in
throughout the student’s frst
AmeriCorps’s College Advising
two years of college and serve
Corps. “I became really
as an additional resource for
passionate about college access
students and families.
work but knew that access alone
“Many of our students are the
wasn’t the answer.”
frst generation in their family to
It felt like a twist of fate when
attend college and having that
she found herself working in the
extra person in their corner to
central ofce of the Washington,
help them self-advocate means
D.C. Public School System and
that when they run up against
spotted a job posting for a DCPS
a fnancial barrier or don’t
Persists coach. Newly launched,
understand how something
Jessica Mardo ’13, top, and
DCPS Persists aims to provide
works on campus, they are able
Erin Ward Bibo ’03
college-bound graduates of the
to surmount it,” Bibo says. “The
city’s public schools with a support network to
program is changing the lives of our graduates.”
help them succeed in college.
Bibo believes they’re the frst public school
“It truly seemed like the dream job,” says
district in the nation to launch such
Mardo. Another twist of fate: DCPS Persists
an initiative.
was conceived of by Stonehill alum Erin Ward
“It’s really about holistic support,” Mardo
Bibo ’03, deputy chief for college and career
says. “One of the best things about this
programs at D.C. Public Schools.
program is the one-on-one support. Students
Shortly after arriving at D.C. Public Schools
know they can come to us with any issue—
seven years ago, Bibo saw a need for college
personal, academic or fnancial—and know
guidance and high school graduate support,
we’ll listen and work with them.”

Navigating the
College Experience

Miss Earth USA 2021 and will
represent the United States at the
international competition this fall.
Miss Earth USA is an annual beauty
pageant promoting environmental
awareness. Butler, a fnancial
advisor, started a community
clean up organization called We
Clean Trails, inviting groups and

individuals to clean up trails every
weekend. v Sabrina (Gray) Gilbert
started an apparel design business
called wolfSKULL.v Brendan
Mahon is an assistant district
attorney for the Manhattan district
attorney’s ofce, in N.Y. v John
“Frank” Mooney was named the
boys’ varsity hockey head coach at

Leominster High School. He served
as the school’s junior varsity coach
for the past three years and has
been a math teacher there since
2016.

2017

Nicole Borofski, an IT specialist
for W.B. Mason, was the subject of
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a 50-for-50 profle in Plymouth’s Old
Colony Memorial newspaper. One of
the best female distance runners in the
history of Plymouth North High School,
Borofski set the school record in the
800-meter dash as well as the mile.
v Eric Libby was promoted to
sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps.

CJ MOLINA

2018

You Can Be
A Filmmaker
Katherine “Katie” Shannon ’04 has always
felt comfortable behind the camera.
Growing up in Agawam, she was the one
flming her family’s home movies. But it wasn’t
until she was a senior in Professor Ron Leone’s
Film Theory class that her life changed.
“That really started my desire and path
into flmmaking,” says Shannon. “Professor
Leone wrote me a recommendation to help
me get into Emerson for graduate school, and
things just snowballed from there.”
Today, Shannon is founder of Bostonbased Thompson Films and an adjunct
professor at Stonehill, teaching Digital Media
Writing and Advanced Film Production.
The flmmaker writes and directs K&A— a
web comedy series about pals Karly and Alex
and their antics around Boston. The episode
“Gay Camp,” won Best Comedy in 2016 at
ITVFest. K&A was also selected for the Boston
Women’s Film Fest in 2020 and won Best
LGBTQ+ Comedy Film at the Atlanta Film
Festival this past April.
The series is often inspired by Shannon’s
real life. “My best friend from Stonehill and I
are very close. I take aspects of our lives and
exaggerate them,” she says. “When we hang

34
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out, I take notes in my phone of funny things,
and then I write an episode surrounding that.”
A lacrosse player while at Stonehill,
Shannon shot a feature-length documentary
that followed the women’s lacrosse team
throughout their 2012 season. “Lacrosse is
very underrepresented—particularly women’s
lacrosse,” she notes.
Shannon ended up documenting 113 days
from the Skyhawks’ frst day of practice to the
national championship. The documentary was
later released in 10 episodes on the Lacrosse
Network and Whistle Sports YouTube Channel.
Since 2019, Shannon has served as director
of programming for Boston’s Wicked Queer
Film Festival, where she has also had multiple
flms screened over the years.
“Getting to see how a festival works,
showcasing queer artists and bringing
the Boston community together has been
amazing. Seeing such great work all the time
continues to push me to want to be a better
flmmaker,” says Shannon.
In the classroom, Shannon aims to show
that flmmaking is a realistic job. “Sometimes
the arts are overlooked, or students may
not think it’s something they could actually
do for a career,” says Shannon. “I hope I’ve
shown them that I came from this school,
and a career in screenwriting or flmmaking is
something you can very much do.”

Timothy Cronin was promoted
to state director for the nonproft
Climate Xchange. In this role, he
will seek to advance legislation
and policy with state lawmakers,
businesses, community leaders and
nonprofts on equitable, commonsense climate policy. v Faith Martin,
a fourth-grade teacher at the Boston
Renaissance Charter Public School, in
Hyde Park, was featured virtually on
the Ellen DeGeneres Show as part of
its “Month of Giving Thanks,” which
celebrates essential workers. Martin,
who personally purchased books
and delivered them to her students
throughout Boston, was awarded
with a year of free rent by the show.
v Samantha Pereira was appointed
executive director of the Life Care
Center Nursing Home of Nashoba
Valley. v Mateusz Puzanowski is a
seminarian at the Seminary of Our Lady
of Providence in Rhode Island.

2019

Ashley Mason was featured in
a Business Insider article about
Generation Z workers entering the gig
economy and fnding great success.
Mason is a freelance marketing
professional, who launched her
business, Dash of Social, while still
attending Stonehill.

2020

Jill McIntire has joined direct
marketing and printing company
Polaris Direct in Hookset, N.H., as a
trafc coordinator. v Claire Shamber
was hired as a clinical research
coordinator and research technician
at Massachusetts General Hospital.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Visit stonehill.edu/alumni/keep-intouch/ to submit a class note.

F O R W E LCO M I N G O U R N E W C A M PA I G N !

MAY 13TH WAS A LANDMARK DAY FOR STONEHILL.

The live-streamed announcement—co-hosted by President John

The College unveiled TO BE BOLD, a $75 million campaign that

Denning, C.S.C.; Campaign Chair Patrick Grifn ‘81; and (above, left

invests in student opportunities, faculty excellence, and innovative

to right) Sarah Bessette ‘21; Abraham Medeiros ‘21, the outgoing

spaces and curricula. So far, the campaign has raised $59 million,

Student Government Association President; and Butch Stearns

and is set to conclude at the end of 2022, on the eve of Stonehill’s

‘82—shared the historic news with a record online audience of

75th anniversary.

alumni, family and friends, gathered from near and far.

Find out what it means TO BE BOLD
For members of our community eager to learn more about what this campaign supports and why we chose its priorities,
we encourage you to visit tobebold.stonehill.edu—your destination for all things campaign-related.
Here you can also view upcoming campaign events. Eventually, these will include in-person gatherings—in and around
Boston and possibly coming to your community—once it is safe to get together again.

VISIT OUR CAMPAIGN WEBSITE TODAY:

tobebold.stonehill.edu
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Weddings Pictured
1 Andrew McClellan ’09 to Amanda Garcia-Waters, 10/8/20
2 Anthony Rotella ’06 to Tara Burgess, 9/26/20
3 Asia Ewing ’14 to Terrence Watson, 6/20/20
4 Carolyn Powers ’10 to Samuel Guilford, 10/25/20
5 Mackenzie Mayes ’18 to Matthew Amadei, 2/21/20
6 Sarah Kozsan ’14 to Paul Fazio, 10/17/20
7 Crystal Prizio ’14 to Jovan Zilic ’15, 10/23/20
8 Laurianne Ellis ’88 to Timothy Byrne, 8/23/20
9 Briana Burke ’13 to Adam Cox, 10/31/20

Weddings
Bruce Palombo ’99 to Vanessa Flores, 6/20/20
Michael Murteira ’09 to Christopher Yagoobian, 10/10/20
Michael Tatten ’09 to Katharine Cunningham, 4/4/20
Kristen McWhirter ’11 to Bradfeld Page, 9/15/18
Francis Groccia ’12 to Lauren Melaugh ’13, 12/5/20
Shannon Morgan ’16 to Tyler McCabe, 10/2/20
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Babies Pictured
1 Christina (Napoletano) ’08 and
Zachary Crawford, Berlin, Conn., son,
Aaron Stone, 3/9/20
2 Patrick McKenna ‘10 and Erin
Wnorowski, Providence, R.I., son, Bray
James, 8/2/20
3 Christina (Pedranti) ’08 and Edis
Miljevic, Revere, son, Dino Ismet,
10/23/19
4 Coral Azarian ’09 and Daniel Kerl ’09,
Salt Lake City, Utah, daughter, Cameron
Ann, 1/9/20
5 Taylor (Campbell) ’16 and Thomas ’16
Flett, Lexington, son, John Paul, 10/28/20
6 Kristen (McWhirter) ’11 and Bradfeld
Page, Merrimack, N.H., daughter, Adalena
Darlene, 12/9/20
7 Jacqueline (Ladino) ’10 and Benjamin
’10 Irzyk, Portsmouth, N.H., son, Owen
Benjamin, 1/15/21
8 Marie (Provencher) ’10 and Stephen
’10 Morrill, Newmarket, N.H., son, Owen
Gary, 9/10/20
9 Ashley (Testa) ’15 and Jeferson
’17 Clavel, Brockton, daughter, Pía
Almudena, 2/17/21
10 Elizabeth (Enos) ’07 and Timothy
Lydon, Rochester, daughter, Sydney,
5/5/20

Babies
Margo Souza ’02 and Rachael English,
Stevensville, Md., son, Tanner Christopher,
7/5/20
Kelly (Craven) ’03 and John Paul
Maranda, Seabrook, N.H., son, Brady
Xavier, 10/22/19
Kristin (Jackson) ’10 and Stian JacksonMisje, Fyllingsdalen, Norway, daughter,
Nora, 12/19/19
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Obituaries
3

Gilbert Bandarra ’53 of Wrentham
died February 17. He is survived by
four children, six grandchildren and
fve great-grandchildren.

Geraldine (Lague) Krug ’59 of
Yarmouth Port died February 13.
She is survived by fve children, four
grandchildren and a brother.

Louis Fellini ’54 of Medfeld
died February 1. He is survived
by his wife, Joan, three children,
four grandchildren, three greatgranddaughters and nephew
Donald Garfeld ’83.

Armand Routhier ’59 of Geneseo,
N.Y., died January 5. He is survived by
three children and six grandchildren.

Joan (Schofeld) Carroll ’55
of Wayland died February 16.
She is survived by four children,
seven grandchildren, fve greatgrandchildren, two siblings and
many nieces and nephews, including
Robert Carey ’70 and Melissa (Fay)
Kinch ’90.

6

Edward Ennis ’55 of Sarasota, Fla.,
died February 23. He is survived by
two children, fve grandchildren
and niece Katie (O’Connor) Ryan ’02.
Eileen (Maloney) Leary ’55 of
Blairstown, N.J., died February 7.
She is survived by two daughters,
six grandchildren, fve greatgrandchildren, two brothers
including Timothy Maloney ’59,
niece Molly (Maloney) Walsh ’00 and
brother-in-law Vincent Hoye Jr. ’58.

Wait, There’s More to See!
WANT TO SEE MORE photos of your classmates
getting married or of their little bundles
of joy? You now can by visiting SAM online
at stonehill.edu/sam.

Want to submit a wedding or baby photo?
Here’s how: Visit stonehill.edu/alumni/keep-intouch and complete the form and photo upload.
For your photo to be considered for
publication, upload digital photos in .jpeg
format, at least 2 MB in size. The person
submitting the photo must be part of the
wedded couple or parent of the baby and
a Stonehill graduate. Because of space
constraints, not all photos submitted will be
included in the print version of the magazine,
but those meeting the specifed requirements
will be included in SAM online.

James Moynihan ’57 of Taunton
died October 19. He is survived by
his wife, Barbara, three children,
eight grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.
Henry Fallon ’57 of Stoughton
died December 27. He is survived
by his wife, Barbara, six children,
seven grandchildren, four greatgrandchildren and two siblings.
Donald Pike ’58 of Brockton died
February 4. He is survived by his
wife, Gloria, eight children, including
Christopher Pike ’86 and Amy (Pike)
Gianino ’87 and 13 grandchildren.
Edward Tynan ’58 of Centerville
died October 24. He is survived by
his wife, Muriel, seven children, 17
grandchildren and two siblings.

Edward Morgan ’59 of Slingerlands,
N.Y., died December 22. He is
survived by his wife, Mary Alice, three
children, six grandchildren and
a sister.
Rev. John Dias, C.S.C. ’59 of Notre
Dame, Ind., died November 20.
He is survived by his brothers in the
Congregation of Holy Cross.
Mary Jane (Daley) Celia ’60 of
Hanson died November 9. She is
survived by her husband, Joseph,
three children, eight grandchildren
and cousin Ellen (Butler) McCarthy ’83.
Joseph Mitchell ’61 of Jamestown,
N.Y., died December 19. He is
survived by his companion, Carol,
two sons, fve grandchildren, fve
great-grandchildren and two sisters.
E. Frederick Bogar ’62 of
Greensboro, N.C., died January 10.
He is survived by his wife, Agnes,
four daughters, three grandchildren
and a brother.
Mary Frances (Rafuse) CareyMacDonald ’62 of Chatham died
January 24. She is survived by three
children.
Philip Flynn ’63 of Irvine, Calif.,
died December 28. He is survived
by four children, nine grandchildren
and a great-granddaughter. He was
predeceased by his brother Paul
Flynn ’57.
Ronald Bryant ’64 of Whitman died
November 5. He is survived by his
daughter and two siblings.
John O’Neill ’66 of Crossville, Tenn.,
died November 19. He is survived
by his wife, Joyce, two children and
three grandchildren.

Ann (Guilmette) Connell ’59 of Fall
River died October 23. She is survived
by her husband, Charles, three
children, three grandsons and a sister.
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Alphonse Montagna ’67 of
Plymouth died November 27. He
is survived by six children, two
granddaughters and two sisters.

Francis Urciuoli ’70 of Onset died
January 16. He is survived by his
partner, Annalies, fve children,
eight grandchildren and a brother.

Diane Cannon ‘77 of Chicago, Ill.,
died October 31. She is survived
by her husband, Daniel, two
children and seven siblings.

Richard Golden ’92 of Milton died
November 11. He is survived by his
wife, Kimberly, two children, his
mother and a sister.

Richard Marzilli ’67 of Lexington
died January 4. He is survived by
his wife, Lee, three children, fve
grandchildren and three sisters.

Pierre Belanger ’71 of Fallbrook,
Calif., died December 10. He is
survived by his wife, Pamela, fve
children and a sister.

Walter Fitzgerald ’77 of Roslindale
died January 6. He is survived by his
two children and two sisters.

Gilbert McCarthy ’67 of Rockport
died December 18. He is survived by
his wife, Geraldine, three daughters,
two grandchildren and a brother.

Rev. Robert DeLeon, C.S.C. ’71
of Valatie, N.Y., died February 26.
He is survived by fve siblings and
his brothers in the Congregation of
Holy Cross.

Edward Gurnon ’96 of Mansfeld
died June 2, 2019. He is survived
by his wife, Patricia, three children,
a granddaughter, a brother and
brother-in-law Gary Mulrey ’80.

Kevin McCormack ’68 of Norwell
died January 30. He is survived by
his wife, Marsha, two children, two
grandchildren and three siblings.
Sr. Stephen Marie Barney, C.J.C.
’69 of Brockton died January 9.
She is survived by relatives in
Pennsylvania and members of her
religious community, the Sisters
of Jesus Crucifed in Brockton.
Kevin Brennan ’69 of Bridgewater
died November 28. He is survived
by his wife, Penelope (Smith) ’69,
and four children, including Erin
Brennan ’05.

Charles LoGiudice ’77 of North
Falmouth died March 12. He is
survived by his wife, Nancy, four
children, nine grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

Paul Parent ’74 of Somerset died
February 26. He is survived by
his wife, Mary, four children, six
grandchildren and three siblings.

Brian Maloy ’77 of Media, Pa., died
November 30. He is survived by his
wife, Kathleen, one son and many
other relatives, including his cousin
Peter Maloy ’69.

Ernest Kight Jr. ’75 of Freeport,
N.Y., died February 28. He is
survived by his wife, Diane, his
father and three siblings.

Lois Tankerley ’77 of Stoughton
died February 12. She is survived
by two sons, fve grandchildren and
a sister.

William Eheman ’76 of Sarasota,
Fla., died November 19. He is
survived by his wife, Lauren,
his parents, a daughter, a stepdaughter and three siblings.

Evan Gurman ’79 of Middleboro
died October 31. He is survived
by three children and fve
grandchildren.
George Cormey ’80 of Randolph
died March 11. He is survived by
two sons, two granddaughters and
a sister.
Louise Rappaport ’81 of Hanover
died March 7. She is survived by
two sons, a stepdaughter and four
grandchildren.
June Osowski ’85 of Rutland, Vt.,
died December 10. She is survived
by three children and three siblings,
including Peter Curtin Jr. ’84, Laura
(Curtin) Sacchetti ’73 and Rosemary
Sullivan ’69.
Lisa (Nazzaro) Ryer ’85 of Salem,
N.H., died November 19. She is
survived by her husband, Frederick,
and two sons.
Robert Leonard ’92 of Lowell died
January 29. He is survived by three
children, four grandchildren and
two sisters.
Scott Salois ’92 of North Attleboro
died December 8. He is survived
by his parents, three children and
a brother.

40

STONEHILL ALUMNI MAGAZINE

Christine Rossi ’96 of Kingman,
Ariz., died February 2. She is
survived by her husband, John, two
sons and three granddaughters.
Kerriann McCarthy ’97 of Brockton
died November 3. She is survived
by her mother and two siblings.

College Obituaries
Rev. Thomas Carten, C.S.C., who
worked in maintenance from 1963
to 1964, died in December 2020. He
also served as the secretary to the
rector of Holy Cross Seminary from
1964 to 1966.
Associate Academic Dean Paul
Gastonguay died in November
2020. He was also an associate
professor of biology and director
of the Health Care Administration
program. Known for his expert
organization of Commencement
and expanding international
internships, he gave 30 years of
dedicated service to the College’s
academic mission. He is survived by
his daughters, Joanne (Gastonguay)
Moyer ’84, assistant registrar and
transfer coordinator at Stonehill,
and Nancy Gastonguay ’88.
Anne Marie Jenkins, a retired
Sodexo cashier, died in December
2020. She began working at
Stonehill in 1992, the same year her
son Paul Jenkins ’96 started at the
College, and served our students for
26 years.
Richard Murray ’80, retired from
facilities management, where
he worked for 42 years, died in
December 2020.
Karolyn Sikorski, retired mailroom
employee, died in December 2020.
She is survived by her son, Michael
Boudreau ’91.

1111111111 Rhododendron Drive

Often, informal stories also illuminate signifcant
things about a place and a community. As I prepare for
retirement this July, I have a few of these stories to share
with SAM readers.
Cheeky Student Neighbors

During the 1980s, I lived as an adult resident in O’Hara
Hall, in a corner suite overlooking the pond. My cheeky
student neighbors had a fair for mischief, sneaking into
my room to rearrange furniture or putting Saran Wrap
on the toilet seat, which amused them but infuriated me.
On one such occasion, wise beyond his age, Ed McShane
’84 put his arm around me and said, “Mart, relax, one
day you will look back and laugh.” At every reunion
since, that story gets retold, and I revel in the retelling.
Those cheeky neighbors are still my friends today.
A Reporter's Questions

As a Summit reporter, Lauren Daley ’05 asked me—
the College's offcial spokesperson—the same kinds of
probing questions that her more experienced professional
peers might pose. She kept me on my toes. When she
graduated, I missed our jousting and followed her
journalism career closely, ultimately inviting her to write
for the Stonehill Alumni Magazine. Today, she writes for
the Boston Globe and other news outlets. For the record,
I prefer collaborating with her over jousting. My respect
for her is considerable, as it is for other Summit writers
and editors who have leveraged that experience so well.

Telling Stories
•••••••••••••••••••

BY MARTIN MCGOVERN v Arriving

at Stonehill on
a hot August night in 1979, I was greeted at the
Sem by Rev. Robert Kruse, C.S.C. Over a pasta
meal, he engaged me in good conversation. After
dinner, as he showed me to my room, we entered
a corridor where the Doors’ "Roadhouse Blues"
played at full volume, with partying students
belting out, "Let it roll, all night long." As we were
leaving the wing, Fr. Kruse looked at me with
amused tolerance, rolled his eyes and smiled.
Pointing to my room, he said, “Have a good night;
welcome to America.” His hospitality and humor
put me at ease after my frst Atlantic crossing.

Then the academic dean, Fr. Kruse could appear aloof,
even austere. Yet, he was a gentle, gracious and welcoming
soul—erudite without being arrogant, curious about others
and open to debate and conversation. From day one of
my four decades here, he set the tone for me and for many
others new to the College.
At Stonehill, I have told and written countless stories
about major events, initiatives, crises, changes and beyond.

No Buyer's Remorse

When Trustee Thomas Shields made a record $7 million
gift to Stonehill, in 2010, I interviewed him. Wrapping
up, I asked, "Anything else?" Without hesitation,
Tom replied, "No buyer’s remorse." Tom and Mary
Shields delighted in meeting with the recipients of
their scholarship—hearing how the students made the
most of their education. On the way home from those
meetings, Tom explained that he and Mary had the
best conversations, sharing what the students had told
them about their majors, assignments, internships,
study abroad and dedicated faculty mentors. While
Advancement had made the ask for that remarkable gift,
our students really closed the deal.
Along with these uplifting stories, I have others
that taxed me, including 9/11, the Boston Marathon
bombing, a bomb scare on campus, a riot, and, of
course, the pandemic, to name a few. But throughout
the ups and downs of my Stonehill career, I have been
surrounded by good people—colleagues, alumni and
friends of great integrity, ability, humor and decency.
To have had such loyalty and trust is a blessing, and to
have told so many Stonehill stories has been a joy.
Martin McGovern, longtime director of communications and
media relations and managing editor of SAM, will retire in July.
SHARE YOUR STORY. Submit your 500-word essay about your
Stonehill thoughts and memories to klawrence@stonehill.edu.
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SPRING RUN

Taking advantage of a mild spring day in March, a student goes for a run on campus. To see more Stonehill photos, turn to page 15.

